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Period VII. by all fubfeqnent contrad^ it gave occafion to the fearching of ftiips, by ther
Spanifh guarda coftas in the American feas > an article which afterwards occa-
fioned the violent difputes on both fides, that finally terminated in the Spanifh
war. This compact was introduftory to a more explicit treaty in 1670, whidh
feems to have been the firft by which Spain formally acknowledged the right
of any other nations'topart of the new World.

The treaty of 1670 folely relates to America; and befidfes confirming to
the Englifli, the right 6f fovereign dominion oi all la'nds in the Weft Indies,
then pofTefTed by them, regulates, in the moft fpecific terms, the mdde of
intercourfe between the two nations in th&t quarter. The 9th article forbids
the refpedive fubjeds of each nation from failing or trading with the colo-
nies or dominions of the other in the Weft 'Indies, yet permits fuch naviga-
tion and commerce to be exercifed according to a licence, granted by either
fovereign;

The letter and fpirit of this treaty were at direft variance with eiaclx
other} the letter prohibited and the fpirit encouraged a mutual trade be-
tween the two nations. For although the exprefs teriris prohibited all
commerce with the Spanifh ports in the Weft Indies, yet a great "facility
is^as given to the mutual intercourfe between the two nations, by the for-
mal permiffion, that Englifti fhips fhould be allowed to put into Spanish
harbours, if forced by ftorms or other inconveniences, and continue there
until they had refrefhed themfelves, and refifted, without giving notice to the
governor, unlefs they were three or four together. Notwithftanding alfo the
right and pre-eminence which the Spaniards claimed to the American feas,
care was to be taken, that the liberty of navigation fhould hot be difturbed,
Thefe ftipulations inconteftably prove that the Spaniards were inclined to fa-
vour the Englifh, by conniving at, though they did not permit the trade, tod
fuch were the effects of this memorable treaty.

lit virtue of thofe treaties, the Spaniards claimed a right, which they* con-
tinually exercifed, of fearching the feritifh merchant fhips which paffed neat
their American ports.

From the conclufion of 1670, to the death of Charles the Second of Spain,
a ftrid friendship and union fubfifted between the two crowns, both in Eu-
rope and America, and a flourifhing, although illicit trade, was, by the con-
nivance and indulgence of Spain, carried on between the Englifh and Spanifh
plantations. The reafon for this favourable treatment is evident; the great
oppofition and rivalfhip which then fubfifted* between France and Spain, and
the defire of France to become miftrefs of the Low Countries, inclined Spain
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